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SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 1282

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2003 Regul ar Sessi on

By House Conmttee on State Governnent (originally sponsored by
Representatives Haigh, Tom Upthegrove, Jarrett, Mirray, Ericksen,
Hunt er, Shabro and Anderson)

READ FI RST TI ME 03/ 05/ 03.

AN ACT Relating to establishing citizen councilor groups; adding
new sections to chapter 43.09 RCW and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that sonme people may
have difficulty gaining access to the political process and that the
process can be inproved by providing alternative nechanisns for
participation by the citizens of the state. The legislature intends to
establish a self-funding pilot process by which citizens can receive
informati on about public issues and provide input to their elected
of ficials.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. (1) Any person who lives or works in
Washi ngton may volunteer to act as a citizen councilor by sending a
letter of application to the state auditor and paying a fee as set by
the state auditor to recover the costs of the citizen councilor

program
(2) Citizen councilors shall act collectively as advisors for the
| egi sl ature. Conveners of citizen councilor groups shall be those
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designated by the citizen councilor coordinator or deputy citizen
counci l or coordi nator under section 3 of this act from anong citizen
councilors who volunteer to host a group.

(3) Ctizen councilor groups shall:

(a) Gather information and study issues determ ned to be inportant
to the citizens of the state;

(b) Solicit input, coments, and suggestions from citizens and
groups throughout the state; and

(c) By Decenber 1st of each cal endar year, file a witten report of
the groups' activities, including the subjects addressed by the group
and the conclusions and collective advice from the group, with the
citizen councilor coordinator.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. (1) The positions of <citizen councilor
coordi nator and deputy citizen councilor coordinator are created within
the office of the state auditor. The state auditor shall appoint the
citizen councilor coordinator and deputy citizen council or coordi nator
who shall serve at the pleasure of the state auditor and shall be
vol unteers serving w thout conpensation.

(2) The citizen councilor coordinator and deputy citizen council or
coordi nator shall:

(a) Pronote to the citizens of the state the citizen councilor
programand its contribution to public planning processes;

(b) Actively encourage citizen councilor groups to formthroughout
t he state;

(c) Appoint conveners of citizen councilor groups;

(d) Oversee pr eparati on, t abul ati on, sunmmari zati on, and
di ssem nation of data and information;

(e) Solicit volunteers to assist in admnistering the programfrom
community servi ce, educati onal , civi c, busi ness, and ot her
or gani zati ons;

(f) Distribute informational materials to citizen councilors;

(g Maintain data and docunents generated by citizen councilor
groups in the state auditor's office; and

(h) By January 1st of each year, forward the witten reports
submtted by the citizen councilor groups under section 2 of this act
to the |l egislature.
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NEW SECTI ON. Sec.

to chapter 43.09 RCW

4.

Sections 2 and 3 of this act are each added

~-- END ---
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